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Frye to follow me with the artillery and a
greater force.

In what I was thus set to do I knew I
was to have difficulty, and this it was hard
to make Governor Dinwiddie understand,
nor do I think he or our rulers in England
could form any idea of the country to be
traversed, even up to the Forks of the Ohio.
From our outlying farms westward to the
Mississippi was a great forest land with
savannas, and beyond the Ohio vast mea-
dows where buffalo grazed. Through our
own hills there were old Indian trails, and
as far as to the Ohio were horse-paths used
by the traders and their men. There were
also many crossing-trails made by horned
game to reach water, and apt to mislead
any but men accustomed to the woods.
Very few knew this mighty wilderness, nor
was it easy to make persons unused to the
woods comprehend the obstacles and risks
an army would find on traversing them with
waggons and artillery.

As I have said, I had long ago fixed upon
the Forks of the OMo as an excellent sta-
tion for a fort. The French were also of
this opinion, and in their hands it became       for
